Wrapping Up…Day Three
Posted on June 8, 2013 

The gymnasium is empty, as is the worship room, staff room, and election room. The last of the displays are being packed away in the Connections Cafe while Messiah employees sweep, tidy-up, and remove trash. The 26th Annual Assembly of the our Lower Susquehanna Synod is officially closed. And what a good three days it was! As Bishop Hoover noted in his closing remarks, the Spirit of God was definitely active among us.

Day Three began with Morning Prayer at 8:00 a.m. in Hostetter Chapel. New Conference Deans and Secretaries were installed at that time.

The Sixth Assembly Session began at 9:00 a.m. with devotions and the fourth ballot for bishop. Dr. Diane Jacobson, AiM led the final Bible study entitled “Newness through the Gift of Christ: Luke 22:14-23.” Click here for the handouts for all three studies.
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More Ministry Highlight videos were shared throughout the morning, and the representatives from the Konde Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, The Rev. Meshack Njinga, treasurer of the Konde Diocese, Mr. Elisha Mwamaja, partnership chair of Mpugusa Lutheran Church, and Mr. Omega Kenan, internatonal camp counselor at Kirchenwald, brought greetings and comments.

New rostered leaders to our synod were recognized, along with retiring rostered leaders, and rostered leaders celebrating fifty years in ministry.

The report of the fourth ballot was presented:
The Rev. James S. Dunlop, 318 votes
The Rev. Richard E. T. Jorgensen, Jr., 157 votes
The Rev. Thomas E. McKee, 74 votes

The fifth ballot was cast between the two individuals with the most votes: Rev. Dunlop and Rev. Jorgensen.
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While the ballots were counted the assembly considered new business.

Portico Benefits representative Cathy Broady brought greetings and a short explanation of how the new healthcare law would affect rostered leaders and congregations.

The Rev. Benjamin Leese brought a motion to include in the 2014 Compensation and Benefits Manual for 2014 specify that rostered Leaders would be covered by the 80/20 Gold Plan Insurance. The motion carries.

Pastor Steve Herr proposed a minute honoring the work of the late Dr. Charles H. Gladfelter, a professor at Gettysburg College and Lutheran historian.

Lutheran Social Services and Lutheran Camping Corporation gave brief presentations. LSS brought a powerful video, of which an extended version is available to congregations. Mike Youse, Executive Director of Lutheran Camping Corporation reported that $600,000 had been raised since the announcement of the Seeding the Future Campaign at last year’s Assembly.

ELCA Vice President Carlos Peña answered questions from the Assembly during the remaining time as ballots were counted.

The report of the fifth ballot was:

The Rev. James S. Dunlop, 393 votes
The Rev. Richard E. T. Jorgensen, Jr., 157 votes
Bishop-elect Dunlop was welcomed to the podium by Bishop Hoover where he offered remarks and introduced his family. Click here for the final session to listen to those remarks.

The final orders of business included installing the newly-elected treasurer and synod council members and the order of sending for Churchwide Assembly voting delegates. Bishop Hoover led the Order for Closing of the Assembly, and the meeting was adjourned.

Important Dates and Notes:
The 27th Annual Lower Susquehanna Assembly will be held June 6-7, 2014 at Messiah College.

“The Best is Yet to Be,” a celebration of Joanne Wilhelm’s 36+ years of service to our Synod is scheduled for Saturday, July 13, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m., at Our Saviour Lutheran Church, 420 North Progress Avenue, Harrisburg, PA, 17109.

Notes, letters, remembrances, and cards for a memory book may be sent to the Lower Susquehanna Synod, 900 S. Arlington Avenue, Suite 220B, Harrisburg, PA 17109, by July 10, 2013. Donations toward a cash gift for Joanne may be sent to the same address.

A Service of Celebration of Retirement and Thanksgiving to God for the Ministry of Bishop B. Penrose Hoover, third bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA will take place Sunday, August 25, 2013, 6:00 p.m., at Holy Tinity Lutheran Church, 31 S. Duke Street, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. A reception will follow.

If you would like to honor Bishop Hoover and provide opportunities for those in need of specialized care, you can contribute to this fund by sending a check to our Synod Treasurer’s Office. Please make checks payable to “Lower Susquehanna Synod” and indicate “B. Penrose Hoover Fund” in the memo line.

The Installation of Bishop Elect James Dunlop will be held on Saturday, September 28, 2013, at St. Matthew Lutheran Church in York, Pa.

That’s all for now, folks! Thank you for your partnership in the ministries and mission of our synod. Thank you to all who worked so diligently to make this event a success. Thank you to all candidates for the office of bishop, for council, committees, and boards for entering into a process of discernment and allowing the winds of the Holy Spirit to blow.

As Bishop-elect Dunlop said after Bishop Hoover reminded him that he had to say something…

“If you don’t believe that the Holy Spirit can change your life in five minutes forever, you saw that from me yesterday.”
May the Spirit change all our lives for the sake of the gospel, for the unity of the Church, and for the strengthening of our mission and ministry as the worshiping communities that are the Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA.

Blessings and peace!
